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I The results of a brief survey made last year on the activities of | 

Czechoslovak refugees in Austria differ somewhat from one carried out 
this year* .In tire more recent study a noticeable decline in political 
activities evident* Wore than. likely,, this is due to emigration 
of some of the morb active leader ^aird to the- marked deterioration in , 
the living conditions of the refugee in. Austria dviring the past year 
which, in. turn, has forced the existing organizations to occupy them? 
selves-almost entirely . With welfare problems* . . 7 1 / . ..?• 

■ At present the only two active groups are the Czechoslovak and; the. 

; Slovak Committees*. Fsg^ioning as an integral, but rather independent^; 
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Slovak Committees*. F^c 
section of thef latter 
the two the SOV seems to 



the Slovak Liberation Committee ,( SOV) * Of t 7 
da the mc^e. active politically# ; , * *7* 



CZECHOSLOVAK COI^UTTEB 



ip ■ . ■; 



. The vzechaslov&JcCotr^ i’ntludes s6 me. Slovaks ^ 

clai m s . eomes ix. hundred active i Meetings .-of; the. *'•: 

"Central ‘C ornrStt^e^ar e held every Thursday in Salzburg # ; .Politically * jp It 
^gr cnj ^st end s; for a freer Czechoslovakia? modeled' after "EfilL ideals of 7 1 ‘ 
: . Wesa^i du^ uue to^the shortage of funds no pu b JTcat ions are : po s sibley /; 7 
^evreprese^itatiyes with whom. We spoke, informed us c that th^ ;Cfeim^fct^T». 
’purpose. ‘ij5‘ -ip ^xjTOi6h;fbod ahd^cipthihg^to the' most needy rrembe$S. 

' At:’ the ‘present, time^t^ s&d is ..cpmihg from the; 

'for'. Czech refugees,;- ihc*'*- which has pr'Qri£hei>to; f^hi*sh;.#20@ ;per 7 
^opth.for the operation o i a kitchen#* The c .Cqmjaiifctee expects ' toVfed<L- , | 
;about:'sixty,‘Of-the"m^ needy refugees with tfae«m 6rfeyW • 

. •" ' ‘ - • 
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. . .;•/ fc Difficult! ed arfc .encountered fro fa * time to time. -in brtogijig are . 
shlpmente into r*i#or ^ instaacei during oiir^idt er^eW^/oUEEK^)^ • 

"hhte nf th* ■ complained ^thaV a shi^meht ^pf 7 

: PTo^Vif ! no' . f /T ' twa ‘T ! s V. U'A Laam FrtwWDWrTilH * 



•interview 
^storage, cl 



jw, ' the b^ces were still at the'' raiSIway station f a ccumulhting '■ •• * - 

•charges;-;';*- •*'" V* “* * ‘ 7" # * ‘ * : '- r c ° 4 * : . >.* 
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I The rather detailed narrative is thought to constitute [■ 

an eloquent portrayal of the instability with which the group has 
been ciflic ted during the past year, l 

The organisation has recently been in a state of flux because of 
suspicions which a la rg?r number of the members hold tov/ard certain of 
the leaders, A resume of the quarrels follows. 

Administratively the Committee is divided into the following six 
.districts: 

Kr§ ij Viden (District Vienna) with headquarter^ in Vienna, 

Kraj 0bero6terreicli (District Upper Austria) with headquarters 
in Linz, *• 

^ Kraj Salzburg? (District Salzburg) with headquarters in Salzburg, 

Kraj Angli&ca Zona (District British Zone) with headquarters 
in Graz, - . 

v Kraj Innsbruck (District Innsbruck) with headquarters in 
^Innsbruck, ■ . . 

’ o c : i : • ’ . | 

£ \ .* Kraj Voralberg (listrict Voralberg) with headquarters in 
; ’ Voralberg, t * 

• "• * V ‘ • *, . ■<: • • . . 

E^ch'district maintains an office for' the purpose off registering 
V :SSR. refugees entering its territory. The district is controlled by 
a committee whose members are elected on the basis of- one -member' -for 
Veyery^ twenty-five' refugees registered in the,, district,' Each district " . 
: i's, father authorized to send delegates to the Central Committee' on 
.the basi^of one delegate for every fifty CSR refugees registered, 

■: «*: Ah election* of officers to the Central Commit tee. was eld in 




uhtilrthe next scheduled election on .November 4, 1951. 



f . At tire time .of this election a large number of refugees wanted, to 
t ^trahsfer’-the Central Committee from Innsbruck to Salzburg, because 
h the' latter ; city housed ;tl|e IRO. Headquax^ters and charitable organiza- 
»■ itions ^spchsorea by^ th^Vesb,- % en larg e st number, of GSR refugees" in ■ • 
■ AhSt^ia. was located ii| Salzburg 9 and new arrivals eventually .ended 
v* up ; .bhe^ei • (This hag* now been changed; they are sent to' Weis because ** 

* |;b‘f.. t >the ;lack of . honing \dn Salzburg;) . 0 
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I Dlstr^. L fci.ti.:t.ions were also held in Febraa ry 1951 in Salzbur, 
rl’ho'se •?] .zod to the District Committee were: (Father. Josef PITRUN 



IKSIK,) s ecret^: 
settlement /.dv; 



/.dvisorTJ (J 



ntisek ZACHAR;/ 
Jaroslava POUL; 



udolf BRINEK;} 
'Zaenek KRAJCA; 



ixl 



In June 1951 a group of refugees, following a plan instigated by- 
Josef MIKSI1 L, then Salzburg District Committee Secretary, succeeded 
in remoVimT Father Josef PITRUN. The remaining *• co.'.mit tee members there- 



upon resiexied and were replaced by (zdenek JAKURICEKl Josef 

KIKSIK* secretary : Coref ANTALDVSKTy wan CiJCH 3 TMiro ;) (J o sef 
POULjffirantisek SfoStADn and ^antiselc^BALAZj) ^ 

Although (vaclav CTMDAlV r^ian of the Cpn tr n1 Cft mrn ltt p ? 

and chairman in the absence of Dr. FABRY, approved the new committee 
in Salzburg _ the majority of the C5R refugees in Salzburg refused to 
recognize it and demanded that an eledtion be held not later than 
September 2, . ’*=■ 

At this time CY^B&L and JZI&SIK, realizing that matters were getting 
out of hand, scheduXed an election for the period October 5 ..to 7 and 
submitted their list of. candidates. MIKSIKwas again listed as secV 
retary. When the contemplated election and the list of candidates - % • 

were announced, %a r group of two hundred CSR refugees headed by VfAVROUGH J 



^^cnr^LDened to form an opposition committee and remove /-iliCSIA irom tne \ 
^SaClzburg District Committee. <■ ^ 

r? c \ 

On October 6, 1951, Vaclav CYMBAL arrived in Salzburg and approached'*; 
the leaders of the contemplated opposition committee stating that he «■' 
had been misinformed by MIKSIK and that he (CYMBAL) was willing to « 
negotiate an agreement. On October 7, FrAntisek PKEMIL and.Frantisek 
SIMACEK, delegated to represent the opposition , met with CYMBAL. As 
a result of this meeting CYMBAL agreed to call off the election sche- 
duled by i^CKSIK, immediately release HEKSIK, and to transfer the. Cen- 
tral Committee to Salzburg. CYMBAL further agreed to , general elec- c 
tion, which was to be held on October 13. * 



On this date a general meeting took place to select fifteen dele- 
gates, who in turn were r to elect the new Salzburg District Committee,. 

On October 15 the delegates convened and elected the following refugees: 
VAVROUGH, Chairman; frREUNDEgFELD,) deputy nhsl rn-m p ; second deputy 

chaiimahj VANTLJ treasure^; pITTRICHj secretar y- ^tfASON.Ns ocial^pcretary* 
^KEWXLh r efugee consultive Pfrar d: feACHAR;)(iETRlCHOVA ,) And (ZODERA In 
addition, xhe Aoxxowihg delegates were appointed- to represent Salzburg 
at the coming election for the Central Committee; VAVRQUCH, DITTRICH, 
ANTL, SURER, and’ Frantisek PREMIL. " A 



On November 4 a meeting of the delegates from the six districts 
ook place. The agenda included a report by Vaclav CYMBAL on the past * 
ctivities of the Central Committee, a discussion and vote as to 



NATION 



y& * 



i 



V 



J 



P*C*u 



J* af 



Dcsp. No— 15^9. 
From Ji ftnr.S. 



Page. 



or ^IDBJjT IAL SSCUBITT INFORM A' ON End No_ 

. fClajfi feat ton) "* Desp. No- 

Frora 



/ 



/ 




.<$> 



0 i* 

1 t. 



(whether -t. t H Headquarters or the Central Committee should remain in 
llnnsbr :^ or be transferred to Salzburg, and a vote for members of 
the Central Coiamittee. After CYMBAL finished his report, he requested 
a vote of confidence but was turned down by a large majority, where- 
■^upon he quit the meeting and left for Innsbruck* The transfer of 
Central Committee Headquarters to Salzburg was agreed upon by a majo- 
rity vote. Those members elected to office were: VAVRQ UC H . cha ir man^ / 
ARI EL, depu ty^ cliairman^ and treasup pr; DITTRICH, s e cr e t ary ;~^ u Risk; ana 

zachAH* ^ " " " 



On November 16 general Frantisek DAaTICH^ 



Fran kfurt represent^ - 
Salzburg 



tiyp of itxfi Conn ffjl^f or a Free Czech pplnvak-lfe,. arrived liT 
and agreed that the elections had been held in a legal manner* He 
promised financial support for the new Central Committee according to 
the provisions set forth by the Council for a Free Czechoslovakia* 
DASTICH advanced the secretary five hundred Schillings to cover ex- 
penses and then departed for Innsbruck, where he was to liquidate the 
former Central Committee and instruct 1 * CYMBAL to transfer the records 
to Salzburg* J ' 

.Members of the Salzburg group a short time later accused DASTICH 
of having spent two days drinking with CYMBAL in. Innsbruck, of haying 
: stated! that CYMBAL had been correct in hi*s actions and that the Cen- 
tral Committee in Salzburg had acted in an illegal manner* It was> not 
lorig before, a decrease in the number of food parcels and funds from 
the Council for a Free Czechoslovakia was noticed. 4 Consequently the 
members, jumped to the -conclusion that CYMBAL was confiscating the \ 
gifts E^jd distributing them to his supporters. 

It i'a now alleged by many refugees that the Council for a Free 
x Czechoslovakia in Washington was receiving considerable opposition, 
to its policies in /Austria, and in an effort to lessen or eliminate 
this opposition, attempted- to place individuals in key positions on 
the Central Cpmraittee and the six District Committees in Austria who 
would support and enforce its policies. General Frantisek DASflGH, 
Vaclav CYMBAL and Josef MIKSIK were supposedly such people* 

■' Refugees further allege that CYMBAL and his accomplices embezzled 
. trenthousand Schillings ‘during a aix-month period* The embezzlements 
Imputed to CXMBAL were made public in a pamphlet published by (Franti- 
sek VECROSTAJ then secretary of, the Central Committee in Innsbruck* • 
CYMBAL and MIKSIK were., said to have embezzled elght nundrea dollars 
in. U.S. currency which had been donated by organizations in Washington, 
D*C* for the construction of barracks for new refugees from Czecho— c 
Slovakia* In addition to the above, the refugees accuse CYMBAL, 
v MIKSIK, and other members of their group of having enrbezzlecl^&n es— 

. timated ten thousand Schillings monthly P -A few intimate, but without, 
proof, that General DASTICH was also involved and that the amounts £ 
pmbezzled greatly exceed these estimates*^ /I 
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| On Deo^mbur <** iy$l f another meeting of the Salzburg District 
| Committee was held and the following members were elected to tho.1 
tive Coomj 1 1 e e r 1P R1ML Pjc&si&^t- LKSKOVSKY, V-Gfe-nTT fil flnftfc^TYPli 
cashier; fRY PSKY J^secrertary , antj HASONl s£c^l l /,,^^rf a ,ten^ 



On December^ delegates from the six districts convened i 
s officers' of the Central Committee: (SUREKi president; *0DEI 
iVETUJSKY Jand feACRAR J General DASTICH, who was present at tflll 
, received a ct/ol 



chos 

OUZA 



of 

eting, if* ceiv^d a c/ol reception from’the assembled delegates and 
was questioned at length concerning his connections with CYMBAL* 



>se 

9 



(CYMBAL, PELT AN „ and ^NEUBAUERihad in the meantime been 
by the Austrian police arwT'were Imprisoned in Innsbruck as 
of chances of eflibezs 
SUREK 



arrested 
a result 



m edbauer)] 

were £mi_ 

nges of embezzlement placed by the following: (Dr « VAVROUCH 
\TICHACEK| 4 and J^TBfoKY. ) V 



»T 



the administrative problems which be— 
. (Father Karel SUMICHRAST,) the leader 



General DASTICH- is alleged to have visited Innsbruck in order to 
attempt to effect CYMBAl»a release® 

We feel that a great, deal of this dissension stems mainly from 
the extremely poor living conditions facing the refugees. The no- 
ticeable lowering of morale between our two surveys and the present 
political apathy is undoubtedly connected with the food problem* 

T- TOE SLOVAK COI-IMIiTEE 

The Slovak Committee, although divided within by a difference *of 
views, has not been faced with 
set the Czechoslovak Committee 



of the *rrour> said there are about? six hundred members in 'Austria 
the present time; Of this number, about one hundred and eighty are 
in Salzburg* He pointed out that the Committee attempts to keep the 
activities of the group apolitical, but the majority of the members 
were inclined to side with the views of SIDOR* (Sidor stands for an 
independent Slovakia controlled by the Catholic Church * Durcansky 
is also for an independent State with close cooperation with the 4 p 
- .Vatican, butjWith no political powers in the hands of the church* 
/SUMXCHRAST f 3/opinion is that the latter prefers to operate under- 
cover and by means of deceit*) The priest was rather reluctant to * 
discuss the Durcansky outfit at all, apparently because he was well 
aware of the latter ? s alleged fascist tendencies* v 

o Sumichrast stressed the ever-increasing demoralizing conditions 
under which the new refugees are forced to live and the ever-dwindling 
resources available to the Committee. Funds are received from the 
National Catholic Welfare Committee and the Association of Slovak Ca~ 
tholi.es in America. When a particularly needy case turns up,' it is 
referred to one of these groups with an urgent appeal for additional 
aid. There ^6 'monthly deliveries of clothes and food. TB patients 
ape given rations at regular intervals* Fdnds so received amount to 



about six thousand schillings per month* 
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Sumich r-vst said that the new Slovak refugees express themselves 
[strongly for an independent Slovak state, because, according to him, 
the more sincere communists today in the CSR are Czechs * Prior to 
1950 he said the refugees had been indifferent when asked about an 
independent Slovakia* 

The Committee y s representative in Linz i s father FABERA*) 

- — >tHE SLOVAK LIBERATION COMMITTEE (SOV) 



The representative of the S OV in A ustrl g (/in^n JvjALXy/ formerly 
manigjie r^ol an e TiALiiLwl u^urS r plant He arrivea ili 

Austria in April 194 > and since that time has lived in Aurolsrauenster 
near Ried* According' to him, out of the six hundred Slovak refugees 
in Austria at the present time "four hundred and eighty are members of 
the Slovak Liberation Committee (SOV), headed by Dr„ Ferdinand PUR CAN- , 
3KI with headquarters in Argentina,, The organization claims six 
thousand members iif the various western countries, two thousand of 
which are in Germany* « The greatest portion of those in Austria are 
located either in Salzburg or Linz* 

/ !The following members are in charge Qf the various areas! \ 

_lLinz^(LUKACO Salzburg: (WALKO?i Kusftein: UONGUAR:) Innsbruck: (BARTER;! 
^ Hed: • / ^ 

Maly*s interpretation of the political platform of the SOV is as 
follows: ff An independent Slovakia within the framework of a European * 
federation* Hie establishment of a good neighbor policy with the CSR, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, and other European countries* A democratic con- 
stitution guaranteeing full rights to minority groups* Political and 
religious freedom* The re-establishment of an agrarian economic system 
in which only those industries are supported which can compete lit the 
s international market* We are opposed tq the- present concentration on 
industrialization to the neglect of agricultural activities* 11 

_ — a copy, of the SQXJ n mont hly publicatin n/ obzor jis attachecb c ,it.S,.is 
mimeographed in Innsbruck and includes new's' items obtained from a Slo- „ 
vak resistance group with which the SOV allegedly maintains liaiscul. 

- Its circulation runs between six hundred and^ one thousand copies per 
'X/ month; *The chief newspaper of the SOV la th«/ Sloven slra Republika J 
A published In Buen oa Aires by a former nroq-lr ieftt of a c&Lfcucal nryrani- 
/ \ zatln n in Slovakia, finr. at. tiEZAKJ Tn t.hP f^rout* also °1 b sue 3 

• a oaranhle o Ajii'ormatiohs Dienst Dee Slowakiach en Bef reiun ffskomittes*^ 
It^s mainlV, circulated from Slovg & . 

azjd Hungary, whom the SOV is attempting to attract into its camp* 

... * ■ * u *. A Y ■ ‘ 

SOV activities are extremely limited, in Austria**, <and according to 
MALY are/supported.by a monthly fee ''of fiye schillings which i®, charged 
every member*. For this the member receives Obzor, without chare** la. 
ihis manner , the group collects about thirteen hundred schilling® per. 
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According to MAI.' .. the SOV maintains close liaison with the (ABN/ 
^ho\ria t alooV'of Nations) in Munich ^ -/ ' 

Here in Austria the local groups meet monthly in the various 
cities mentioned above. The district leaders convene every three 
months.. / 

KALY was ,*juc*stirmed on the (\vhite LegionJ an undercoyf r nr^fagrirga«» 
tinp-^d>4» ch qp^rated a 3mall radio station . which formerly broadcast 
clandestinely to Slovakia from the rtieH area of Austria (American Zone), 
The programs present* ** the view3 of Durcailsky and attempted to arouse 
in the listeners the jesire for an independent Slovakia* Some support 
for the station pro! ably ame from certain rjoverwaent agencies and 
perhaps from the Vatican. The -station was manned b /Josef VXCEN J 
AJohann STOYfASSERJ fro j tech KARAS i Karol MURGAS j and Milan MACKO A ... MALY 
said he knew very little about thW station, and haiNaothing to . Ta6 with 
it since he thought it was no longer functionii>go The station ceased 
activities about a year ago as the result of a OSFA investigation * 

At about the same time refugees brought word that several White Le- 
gion members had been arrested in* Slovakia and that the organization r o 
activities there had been effectively stopped. MALY did admit that • 
a small radio station now operates, for Durcansky under the name of 
"The Voice of the Slovak Republic^ but he -declined to reveal any 
additional information without the prior approval of Durcansky* He 
added that pertinent information on its activities is known to the 
American authorities in Frankfurt. 

‘ i 

Since it had been reported that- Durcansky had made attempts to 
get more support from ( the Vatican, we asked Maly who was in charge 
of the organisation He sXid that the 30 V*b renreoentatiye 

there lo a certain (Dr* ZELENXA1 who is presently* employed as a libra- 
rian in the Vatican library. ' * 

MALY stated that KRAJCOVIC. the leader of the National Committee 
for. the Liberation of Slovakia in Washington 9 was attempting to bring 
the SOV into his organization, but he coSld offer no details on the 
progress of the negotiations. f 



A rather interesting letter was sent last year by MALY sto (flajor 
General ALABANJAJin Munich in which the former stated that the SOV * 
could supply the. ABN (Anti-Bolshevist Block of Nations^) with two re** 
giments of Slovak soldiers. One regiment could be formed at ahy time 
in Europe; the remainder of the men were to be found in the United 
States, Canada j and Argentina. MAJLY further informed the General 
„ D that their f units were ready to fight against the, communists for, the 
re— establishment of the Slovak Republic, but only on European soil* 

’ ^He^then offered certain suggestions -for the estabH^hment of an ABN 
'■ army.' The letter has been reproduced in its entirety as an enclosure 
to this despatch. * * . 
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I In order to give a clearer picture of the SOV 9 s platform we have 
'encloses a copy of a letter v/hich Durcansky sent to Dr. Adenauer last! 
year,' Although it does ::ot touch directly on. the activities of the 
Austrian branch, we have decided to include it for the extra light it 
sheds on the organization's activities, in the letter Durcansky 
places the guilt for the expulsion of the German elements from Slovakia 
on the Czechs and demands that those responsible for the atrocities 
committed against the Germans and the Slovaks and who after February' 
194#‘fled to the ftest be brought before a court arid punished. He 
then .says the SOV feels that as soon, as the communists are defeated’, 
all people who were expelled should have the privilege of returning 
to Slovakia as citizens with full rights. / .. 

In the proclamation a : tt- ched to the letter, Durcansky accuses the 
Czechs of employing immoral and undemocratic methods in maintaining 
their hold over the Slovaks and of selling themselves out to the 
Russians. He then states that the Slovaks will fight the attempts 
of certain political groups and international institutions who, al- 
though' proclaiming democratic principles, are supporting the establish- 
ment of another Czechoslovakia after the defeat of the present regime® 

/ ; • c % 

It Is believed that KALY did not give a complete picture of the 
SOV 1 s activities in Austria during the interview out of fear that the r 
American authorities would disapprove of ' Its concentration on its . " 

strangle for an independent Slovakia. The Ktabassy. however, will, 
continue its efforts to. follow the SOV 1 s local undercover activities. 

. In conclusion, one .can say that the Czech and Slovak refugees 
in' Austria are faced with the problem of -devoting most of their time 
to. welfare activities, and that until the , living conditions are im- 
proved, little attention will be paid to political operations. Per—, 
haps this situation will be^corrected in the near future In the event 
that MSA funds are used for'refugee raaintainance. * 
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Enclosures: l a Letter from Maly Aljabanda 
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